
2015 KHSDI Teaching Staff 
 

Evan Hyde  
Evan Hyde is a drummer, percussionist, and composer currently based out of Miami, FL, and 
this is his 8th year on the teaching staff of the Keith Hall Summer Drum Intensive.  Originally 
from Grand Rapids, MI, Evan got his start in music in middle school when he began studying 
percussion from Michigan-based performers and educators Tim Froncek, Bill Vits, and Don 
Raaymakers. His interest in jazz first came when he was in high school, and he began working 
as a freelance musician in West Michigan area in 2004. Evan received a scholarship to study 
jazz at Western Michigan University, where he had the privilege of studying jazz drum set with 
Keith Hall, and with living jazz legend Billy Hart. Evan then began his graduate studies at 
William Paterson University; where he studied with drummers Bill Goodwin and Kevin Norton, 
and the late jazz piano great Mulgrew Miller. Evan then continued his graduate studies at 
University of Miami’s Frost School of Music, where he received a teaching assistantship, and a 
fellowship to the Henry Mancini Institute. As a “Mancini Fellow,” Evan studied composition with 
multi-Grammy award winning trumpeter/composer Terence Blanchard for two years.  For his 
composition and performance skills, Evan was competitively selected as an artist-in-residence 
for the prestigious Betty Carter’s Jazz Ahead program in Washington D.C. held at the Kennedy 
Center.  Evan spent two weeks work-shopping his original compositions with a faculty led by 
pianist/composer Jason Moran, and performed three feature concerts on the Millennium Stage. 
Evan has performed alongside many artists including Kenny Barron, Helen Sung, Gene Perla, 
Ira Sullivan, Antonio Adolfo, Carol Saboya, David Binney, Shelly Berg, Jamey Haddad, Fred 
Hersch, and many others.  Evan holds a Master of Music degree in Studio Music & Jazz from 
University of Miami, and a Bachelor of Music degree in Jazz Studies from Western Michigan 
University.  Evan has also held adjunct music faculty positions at Grand Rapids Community 
College and Kellogg Community College. 
 
Jay Sawyer 
Born in Grand Rapids, MI, Jay Sawyer has studied jazz drumming with several outstanding 
and well-respected jazz artists, including the great Billy Hart, Tim Froncek, Keith Hall and Dana 
Hall. Each nurtured his passion and skill for the art of jazz percussion. As a student at Western 
Michigan University, Jay performed with the well known WMU Jazz Orchestra and Jazz Nonet 
under the direction of Professors Trent Kynaston and Scott Cowan. These groups toured 
extensively and participated in several well-known jazz festivals that include the Notre Dame, 
Elmhurst and Detroit Jazz Festivals. Jay continued his studies as Graduate Assistant to Dana 
Hall while at The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. There he worked with such artists 
as Chip McNeill, Chip Stephens, Jim Pugh, Tito Carillo, Glenn Wilson, Ron Bridgewater, Dana 
Hall and many others. Jay received his Bachelors of Music from Western Michigan University 
and his Masters of Music from The University of Illinois. He has performed or shared the stage 
with artists such as Benito Gonzales, Stefon Harris, Donny McCaslin and many others. He has 
also performed at the Detroit and Chicago Jazz Festivals as well as many other prominent 
venues around the USA. Jay currently resides in New York City and this is his 6th year 
teaching at the Keith Hall Drum Intensive.  
 



Christian Euman 
This is Christian Euman’s fifth year teaching at the Keith Hall Summer Drum Intensive. Born 
and raised in the Chicagoland area, Christian studied jazz drum set at Western Michigan 
University under the tutelage of Keith Hall. While at WMU, Christian also studied and worked 
with Billy Hart, Andrew Rathbun, Edward Simon, Fred Hersch, and many more. Christian is 
very privileged to have shared the stage with the likes of Kurt Elling, Walter Smith III, Edward 
Simon, Donny McCaslin, Kris Bowers, and more. Currently, Christian is also the drummer for 
the Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz Performance Ensemble Class of 2016, a group 
comprised of young musicians from around the world who are given full tuition scholarships to 
study jazz with its most prominent and widely recognized figures. Through this program, he 
has studied and performed with Herbie Hancock, Wayne Shorter, John Patitucci, Billy Childs, 
Stefon Harris, and more. He is currently based in Los Angeles, where he participates in the 
Monk Institute hosted at the University of California-Los Angeles. 
 
Matt Smalligan 
Originally from the Grand Rapids area, Matt took advantage of every musical opportunity in 
high school, including lessons with Keith Hall and regularly studying with Marc Townley and 
Max Colley III at Byron Center High School. He is currently going into his senior year in 
Western Michigan University's Jazz Studies program, and his fifth year of drum set studies with 
Keith Hall. He is currently the drummer for The Shelagh Brown Band.  Matt has also studied 
and played with musicians such as Wynton Marsalis, Wycliffe Gordon, Marcus Printup, Herlin 
Riley, Phil Palombi, Matthew Fries, and Peter Eldridge. This will be Matt's 6th year at KHSDI, 
but his 3rd year on staff. He currently lives in Kalamazoo, and recently came back from a tour 
in Dominica with Mas Que Nada. He loves playing and teaching, and is very excited to 
continue in both areas on a professional level.  
 
Steven Perry 
Steven Perry is entering his fourth year, and third as a coach with the Keith Hall Summer Drum 
Intensive. Originally from Osceola, Indiana he is now a senior in the Jazz Studies program at 
Western Michigan University. While at Western, Steven has had the opportunity to study and 
perform with many incredible artists including Edward Simon, Randy Brecker, and Miguel 
Zenon. Outside of WMU's program he has performed with Turkish Blue Note recording artist 
Onder Focan and has also played various musicals on Drum Set and Percussion in the 
Kalamazoo area. Steven is the drummer for up-and-coming funk band, Crime Funk, as well as 
recent Downbeat award winning group, Lasse Grunewald Quartet. He frequently performs at 
the Union Cabaret and Grille in Downtown Kalamazoo and hosts a weekly jam session at 
Rupert's Brewhouse. 
 
Alex Snyder 
Alex Snyder was a student for 6 years at KHSDI, and this is his 2nd year on staff. Alex is going 
into his junior year here at Western Michigan University, where he is a Jazz Studies major. 
This past school year, as a member of the WMU Jazz Orchestra, Alex had the opportunity to 
perform alongside jazz greats Randy Brecker and Miguel Zenon; Alex also received 
“Outstanding Soloist” awards at the 2015 Elmhurst and Notre Dame Collegiate Jazz Festivals. 



He has been studying with Keith Hall for seven years. Before studying with Keith, Alex started 
playing drums in early elementary school, having the opportunity to learn traditional West 
African drum and dance rhythms from his music teacher and community members. 
Currently,,Alex plays hand and auxiliary percussion in three local bands: CRIME FUNK, 
Kalamazoo Funk Collective (KFC), and Marrow & Stone. He was born in Kalamazoo and is a 
current resident. 
 
Dave Van Haren 
Dave Van Haren was born in Montreal, Canada, and moved to Grand Rapids, Michigan at a 
young age.  Dave started to play the drums in the third grade, but only as a hobby and for fun.  
It wasn't until he was 23 years old that he started to study music seriously.  Dave took his initial 
music course at Grand Rapids Community College, starting in 2011, and he recently received 
his Master's Degree in Jazz Drum set from Western Michigan University.  This will be Dave's 
third year teaching at the KHSDI.  Dave is currently residing in Kalamazoo, Michigan, and is 
enjoying the freelance musician lifestyle.  Dave loves playing musicals and gigs around town, 
as well as teaching his private students and is looking forward to working with you all! 
 
Jordan Otto 
This is Jordan’s third summer working as a coach at the KHSDI. He is originally from Ann 
Arbor, MI and an alumnus of Community High School’s jazz program. Jordan spent 4 years at 
MSU where he received his bachelor’s degree. He just recently completed his first year as a 
grad student at WMU and currently resides in Kalamazoo. In the past 2 years Jordan has 
traveled abroad with Anthony Stanco and the Crucial Elements, a group that works as cultural 
diplomats with the US State Department. He has traveled to South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, 
Jordan, Egypt, Indonesia, and most recently, the Caribbean island of Dominica with WMU's 
Mas Que Nada.  Jordan has performed and taught jazz in all of these countries and plans to 
return to Botswana at the end of June. He will also be going to Japan in July with Prof. Andrew 
Rathbun and two fellow WMU students. 
 
Ryan Demeniuk 
This is Ryan’s second year at KHSDI and his first on staff.  He is studying under Keith Hall in 
his junior year as a Jazz Studies major at Western Michigan University.  Ryan grew up 
between Rochester and Sterling Heights, Michigan, and left to pursue music education at the 
University of Tennessee before transferring to WMU.  He currently resides in Kalamazoo, 
where he is an active member of the music scene, performing as the house drummer for the 
Barn Theatre, and as a freelance musician and educator.   

 
Kyle Wheeler 
Kyle Wheeler is from Byron Center, Michigan and currently lives in Grandville, MI, but will soon 
live in Kalamazoo.  He has attended the KHSDI for 3 years, and this will be his first year 
teaching at the summer drum intensive. He went to Byron Center High School where he 
attended many different high school jazz competitions including WMU Jazz Festival, CMU Jazz 
Festival, MSU Jazz Festival, and the Savannah Georgia Swing Central Jazz competition. He 
was fortunate enough to place very well at these events. He also had the opportunity to meet 



and play with musicians including Wes Anderson, Herlin Riley, Ulysses Owens Jr., Justin 
Faulkner, Wynton Marsalis, Christian Mcbride, Wycliffe Gordon, Rodney Whitaker, Aaron 
Diehl, Marcus Roberts, Jason Marsalis, Christian Sands, Ali Jackson, and Terrell Stafford, etc.  
He is currently attending Western Michigan University to receive his Bachelors in Jazz Studies 
for drum set.  
 

 
Performing Staff 

 
Week 1 Rhythm Sections 
 
Nich Mueller 
This is Nich Mueller’s 4th year teaching a the Keith Hall Summer Drum Intensive. Since 
pursuing a professional career in the performing arts, he has received acclaim for composing, 
arranging, producing, conducting, educating, acting, graphic-design, and photography. Nich 
received a Bachelors of Music in Jazz Studies from Western Michigan University; during his 
formal education he studied under or interacted with great jazz musician and esteemed 
educators including Billy Hart, David Baker, Fred Hersch, Ed Simon, Darmon Meader, and 
Peter Eldridge, as well as the highly esteemed faculty at WMU. Throughout his career, he has 
been privileged enough to have performed alongside greats such as Donny McCaslin, Bob 
Mintzer, Kurt Elling, Roger Treece, Matt Hughes, and Phil Palombi; as well to have performed 
in venues and festivals such as Carnegie Hall, the Allen Room in Jazz at Lincoln Center, the 
Gilmore International Keyboard Festival, and Jazz Educators Network. In April 2011, Nich 
released his Downbeat Award winning debut album All in a Day, which features Nich as a 
singer-songwriter, pianist and vocalist. Nich has also been featured as a lead actor in 
productions at The Barn Theatre in Augusta, MI, Kalamazoo Civic Theatre, Farmers Alley 
Theatre, and sings in the Downbeat Award winning ensemble Four Corners. Currently, Nich 
resides in Kalamazoo and is the director of Gold Company II at WMU, the vocal jazz professor 
at Kalamazoo College, co-director of the Jazz & Creative Institute (jcinstitute.org) and is a 
piano instructor for the Gilmore Keys to Education program and Crescendo Academy of Music. 
 
Kellen Boersma 
Bassist, guitarist and recent WMU undergraduate Jazz Studies graduate, Kellen Boersma, is 
from Holland, Michigan. While he studied guitar at WMU, he focused more and more on bass 
playing too. This is his first year at KHSDI, and he is looking forward to working with the eager 
to swing students.  He is currently playing guitar in Crime Funk and the Shelagh Brown Band 
regularly, as well as playing bass and guitar in different soul, funk, and jazz groups. He lives in 
Kalamazoo currently, but is relocating to Chicago in the fall, after a few months in France. 
 
Special Guests 
 
Nashon Holloway 
Singer Nashon Holloway is a Kalamazoo native, and an award-winning vocalist and graduate 
of Western Michigan University. Having performed extensively throughout the United States, 



Dubai, Abu Dhabi and more as a singer and music healer - she has returned to her hometown 
to work on her first full-length album. This is her first time singing at Keith Hall Drum Intensive 
Camp, and can't wait to learn and make music with the drummers.  
 
Elliot Bild 
Trumpeter Elliot Bild is a 5th year senior at Western Michigan University studying with Scott 
Cowan and Andrew Rathbun originally from Woodridge, Illinois.  Elliot is a freelance musician 
around west Michigan and has performed with Randy Brecker, Tim Hagans, Joe Lovano, The 
New York Voices, Paquito D’Rivera, Steve Wilson, George Colligan, Bill Stewart, Andrew 
Rathbun, Jeremy Siskind, Keith Hall, Miguel Zenon, Ed Simon, Billy Drews, and John Clayton. 
He was a counselor at Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp the past two summers for their international 
program and has toured with Gold Company where he performed at the Choralies festival in 
Vaison La Romaine, France.  Elliot recently returned to Kalamazoo after a week of performing 
and giving clinics with WMU’s Latin Ensemble, Mas Que Nada, on the island of Dominica 
where they were the opening group for the annual jazz and creole festival.  He then attended 
the International Trumpet Guild Conference in Columbus, Ohio last week, where he was 
awarded the Sandy Samberg Memorial Jazz Scholarship. Elliot will also be attending the first 
annual Clifford Brown Consortium in Delaware on a full scholarship to study with Terrell 
Stafford, Al Hood, Brad Goode and Greg Gisbert. He also received an outstanding soloist 
award at the 2015 Elmhurst College Jazz Festival. Elliot currently resides in Kalamazoo and 
this will be his first time working at the KHSDI.  
 
 
Week 1 & 2 Rhythm Section 
 
Duncan McMilllan 
B3 Hammond Organist Duncan Williamson McMillan was born April 10, 1973. He began 
studying piano at age 5. His musical studies continued with Frederic Dehaven at Christ Church 
in Grosse Ponte, singing in the boys choir (1980-1987). From 1989-1992, Duncan studied jazz 
piano and music theory with James Hohmeyer, Bess Bonnier and Matt Michaels.  Upon 
graduation from Western Michigan University in 1997 (B.M. piano/jazz studies), Duncan has 
established a reputation as a versatile musician, working with such diverse artists as Jon 
Hendricks, Aretha Franklin, Rodney Whitaker, Ira Sullivan, Marcus Belgrave, Eric Marienthal, 
Nelson Rangell, Chris Standring, and The Four Freshman.  In demand as both a pianist and 
organist, his resume includes performances with The Paul Keller Orchestra, Johnnie Bassett 
and The Blues Insurgents, Odessa Harris, The Pete Siers Quartet, Wes Anderson Quartet and 
The Randy Napoleon Sextet.  Recent performances include concerts at The Elkhart Jazz 
Festival, Art Tatum Jazz/Heritage Festival, Detroit International Jazz Festival, and The 8th 
annual Motor City Blues and Boogie Woogie Festival. In addition, Mr. McMillan is a respected 
musical director/arranger for regional theaters, church organizations and local bands.  His 
arrangements have been performed by The Detroit Symphony Orchestra,University of 
Michigan (Flint) Jazz Ensemble, Midland-Odessa Symphony Orchestra, Smithsonian Jazz 
Masterworks Jazz Orchestra, Flint Symphony Orchestra and The R.J. Spangler Nonet. More 
information is available through Musa Canta Music, a collaborative business venture with 



saxophonist/educator/arranger, Joshua James. www.musacantamusic.com 
 
Bryan Blowers 
Guitarist Bryan Blowers is a talented musician and educator residing in his hometown of 
Kalamazoo Michigan. This is his first year as an instructor at the KHSDI.  He holds a Bachelors 
degree in Jazz studies from Western Michigan University where he studied with Tom Knific. 
Throughout his time at Western, Bryan was able to study and perform with Edward Simon, 
John Clayton, Alon Yavnai, Donny McCaslin, Jamie Haddad, The New York Voices, Kate Reid, 
Tim Hagans, Keith Hall, Andrew Rathbun, Tom Knific, Scott Cowan, Steve Zegree, Trent 
Kynaston, and Quincy Davis. Bryan has recorded and toured with The WMU Jazz Orchestra, 
Gold Company, and the WMU Advanced Jazz Combo. In 2013 and 2014, Downbeat Magazine 
awarded him the Outstanding Soloist Award in the Blues/Pop/Rock Category. After receiving 
his degree, he resided as the orchestra guitarist on board the Royal Caribbean Vessel 
“Explorer of The Seas,” before returning to work in Kalamazoo. Bryan is an active freelance 
musician throughout West Michigan. He was a long time member of the Bryan Michael Fisher 
Band and currently performs regularly with The Shelagh Brown Band, and vocalist Nashon 
Holloway. Bryan is also an active member and musician at the Tabernacle Church of God in 
Christ.  Aside from performing, Bryan is a dedicated educator. He has taught jazz guitar at 
Kalamazoo College, and now teaches guitar at Marshal Music along with leading an active 
private studio. 
 
 
Week 2 Rhythm Sections 
 
Jeremy Siskind 
Pianist Jeremy Siskind is excited about his rookie season with the KHSDI. Originally form 
Southern California; Jeremy earned degrees in Jazz Piano and Music Theory from the 
Eastman School of Music and English and Comparatively Literature from Columbia University. 
The Chair of the Keyboard Area at Western Michigan University, Jeremy splits his time 
between Kalamazoo, New York City, and wandering minstrelsy. The winner of the Nottingham 
International Jazz Piano Competition and the second place finisher in the Montreux Jazz 
Festival Solo Piano Competition, Siskind has recently taught jazz and piano in India, Thailand, 
Nepal, China, and Tunisia.                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
Matt Hughes 
Bassist Matt Hughes is originally from Kalamazoo, Michigan, spent many years living and 
working in the vibrant music scene of New York City.  His undergraduate degree is from 
Michigan State University, and he completed his Masters degree right here at Western 
Michigan University.  He is currently working on his doctoral thesis at the University of Illinois.  
He has worked with a long list of well known, and many more not so well known, jazz 
musicians in the United States and abroad.  He is currently living in Macomb Illinois where he 
is the instructor of double bass, and jazz studies. Matt is proud to return for his 3rd year at 
KHSDI.  
 



Special Guests 
 
Ashley Daneman  
Ashley Daneman is a jazz singer and songwriter who recently released her debut album, 
"Beauty Indestructible." All About Jazz says it is "a collection of nine original "spirit poems," 
existing as an intensely personal song cycle, Daneman addresses the fundamental healing 
power of love." Born in Toledo, OH, and a past resident of Kalamazoo, MI, Ashley has a 
Masters degree in Jazz Vocal Performance from Manhattan School of Music and was a 
resident artist at Betty Carter's JazzAhead and at The Banff Centre’s Jazz and Creative 
Workshop in Canada. Currently she is living and performing in New York City and raising her 
two daughters with her husband, trumpet player, Benje Daneman. Ashley is delighted to return 
for her second year at KHSDI. 
 
Benje Daneman  
Benje Daneman is a New York City based jazz trumpeter, and is excited to return for his 
second year at KHSDI.  Originally from Grand Rapids, MI, Benje currently lives in New York 
City working as a professional jazz trumpeter, composer and educator.  In addition to touring 
and performing in the city and across the country, he is also a teaching artist with the New 
York Pops.  Benje received his undergraduate degree in Music Education/Jazz Studies from 
Western Michigan University, masters in Jazz Trumpet from Manhattan School of Music and is 
an alumni of the Henry Mancini Institute (Los Angeles, CA).  He has been honored to have 
toured with the Doc Severinsen Big Band, record on the HMI Jazz Orchestra GRAMMY 
nominated album "Elevation" (Concord Records), named a finalist in the National Trumpet 
Competition and recently performed at The Kennedy Center for the Arts - Millennium Stage 
(Washington DC).  An avid composer/arranger, Benje is a 2015 Artist in Residence with Spark 
and Echo Arts who has commissioned him to write a full jazz suite which will be premiered and 
recorded in NYC later this year.  For more information, visit http://www.benjedaneman.com 
 
 
 


